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was perfectly well acquainted with the places which they
resorted to. This plan met with the fullest approbation of
his lordship, who mentioned the affair to his Majesty, and
recommended it to the notice of the Board of Admiralty.
But such were then the hurry and confusion of public affairs
that, though the design was approved, no steps were taken
towards carrying it into execution. Accordingly Colonel
Levingston made application to Lord Bellamont that as
the affair would not well admit of delay it was worthy of
being undertaken by some private persons of rank and
distinction, and carried into execution at their own expense,
notwithstanding public encouragement was denied it.
His lordship approved of this project, but it was attended
with considerable difficulty. At length, however, Lord
Chancellor Somers, the Duke of Shrewsbury, the Earl
of Romney, the Earl of Oxford and some other persons,
with Colonel Levingston and Captain Kidd, agreed to
raise six thousand pounds for the expense of the voyage;
and the Colonel and Captain were to have a fifth of the
profits of the whole undertaking. Matters being thus far
adjusted, a commission in the usual form was granted to
Captain Kidd to take and seize pirates, and bring them
to justice.
Accordingly a vessel was purchased and manned, and
received the name of the Adventure galley; and in this
Captain Kidd sailed for New York towards the close of the
year 1695, an(^ *n ^s passage made prize of a French ship.
From New York he sailed to the Madeira Islands, thence
to Bonavista and St Jago, and from this last place to
Madagascar. He now began to cruise at the entrance of
the Red Sea, but not being successful in those latitudes
he sailed to Calicut, and there took a ship of one hundred
and fifty tons' burthen, which he carried to Madagascar and
disposed of there. Having sold his prize he again put to
sea, and at the expiration of five weeks took the Quedah
merchant, a ship of above four hundred tons' burthen, the
master of which was an Englishman named Wright, who
had two Dutch mates on board and a French gunner, but
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